Princeton Township
Mille Lacs County, Minnesota
Planning Commission Meeting Tuesday, March 22, 2022
Minutes

Public Hearing

At 6:30 p.m., Chair David Persing called the public hearing to order.

Commission members present: Cyndi Macdonald, Steve Pfleghaar, David Persing,
Kathy Stoeckel, Carol Whitcomb, Township Supervisor Dan Hiller

Commission member absent: Cheryl Schimming

Staff present: Clerk-Treasurer Doug Dahl, Deputy Clerk-Treasurer Andrea Gerrard,
Zoning Administrator Scott Richards

Public in-person attendees: Alan Arendsee, Theresa Arendsee, Al Bekius, Barbara
Bekius, Jason Betzler, Dave Hagstrom, Ken Jones, Steve Kloss, Jean Loscheider, Joel
Minks, Nancy Moan, Craig Wensmann, Mark Wilhelm, Tim Wilhelm, Bill Whitcomb

Online attendees: None

Rezoning Application from Jason Betzler

Zoning Administrator Scott Richards summarized the application:

Jason Betzler has made application for a Comprehensive Plan Amendment and
rezoning of property he is developing in Section 6 at 100" Avenue and 70" Street. PID
16-026-0200, 16-006-0204, 16-006-0205, and 16-006-0206. An administrative
subdivision was approved in December 2021 for four lots, three of which that were
located and sized for residential use (Parcels A, B and C) fronting on 100" Avenue. The
fourth lot (Parcel D) would potentially be developed as a commercial use.

It was recognized when the subdivision was approved that the zoning line that
differentiates the C/l—Commercial/Industrial District from the AC—Agricultural
Conservation District would not follow the new property lines. Staff had asked the
developer to apply for a Comprehensive Plan map amendment and rezoning to assure
the appropriate land use and zoning for each lot.

Several owners from neighboring properties attended the meeting. In general, they were
upset with the administrative approval process that allowed for subdividing the subject
property without going through the process of natification, public hearing, Planning
Commission action, and Town Board action.

Mr. Richards explained that the process used adhered to the requirements established
by the Planning Commission and Town Board for allowing splits of up to four parcels via
review by the Zoning Administrator. Previous splits done under the new process had not
generated any controversy. However, in light of the attendees’ objections he



recommended that the Planning Commission and Town Board review the administrative-
split procedures to ensure notification of property owners in the vicinity.

On the topic of the rezoning request, Mr. Richards explained that the current zoning left
a piece of Lot A zoned C/I, and a piece of Lot D zoned AC. He recommended a minor
adjustment in the zoning line to follow the lot lines, thereby resolving the zoning
inconsistencies. With the rezoning all of Lot A will be zoned AC and all of Lot D will be
zoned C/I.

Public hearing closed at 6:58 p.m.

Regular Meeting

At 6:58 p.m., Chair David Persing called the regular monthly meeting to order.
All Participants recited the pledge of Allegiance.
Approve Agenda

Kathy Stoeckel moved to approve the agenda. Seconded by Carol Whitcomb.
Motion carried.

Approve Minutes of December 6. 2021 Meeting
Ms. MacDonald moved to approve the minutes of the December 6 meeting. Seconded
by Mr. Pfleghaar. Motion carried.

Jason Betzler Rezoning Application

Mr. Richards recommended approval of the application. Mr. Pfleghaar moved to approve
the rezoning request and amendments to the Comprehensive Plan as requested for Lots
A, B, and C to all AC and Lot D to all C/I. Seconded by Mr. Persing.

Ms. Stoeckel moved to ask the Town Board to reconsider the administrative-split policy.
Seconded by Mr. Pfleghaar. Motion carried.

Zoning Ordinance Amendments—Setback Requirements in Various Districts

Due to time restrictions Mr. Richards suggested continuing the topic to the April meeting.
Ms. Stoeckel moved to continue discussion of zoning ordinance amendments related to
setback requirements to the April 4 meeting. Seconded by Ms. MacDonald. Motion
carried.

Adjourn
Ms. MacDonald moved to adjourn. Seconded by Ms. Stoeckel. Motion carried. Meeting
adjourned at 7:16 p.m.



